
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

The Near West Side Multi Service Corporation 
 
  
Your Project Title: Senior Outreach, Arts and Culture Programing 

Your Project Summary: The Senior Outreach program, an extension of May Dugan Center's (MDC) Health 

& Welness programming, is a community drop-in center that fills the service gap to Ohio City's and 

surrounding neighborhoods' elderly population. Through such activities as arts & crafts, music & art therapy, 

field trips to places like the Cleveland Art Museum, MDC seeks increase social connections and diminish 

dangerous health risks associated with social isolation for low-income seniors. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Chanel DaSilva 

(New York, NY) 

Brea Heidelberg 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Christie McKinney 

(Washington, DC) 

Michelle Polgar 

(Austin, TX) 

Dameun Strange 

(St. Paul, MN) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The project meets the funding criteria. This community service agency serving low-income 

population in at-risk portion of the city seeks funding to to support music therapy, creative arts projects and 

cultural field trips for seniors. The program is free and open to the public. The agency's long history suggests 

they can accomplish the program, but the application not clear on what, specifically, the cultural component 

of the program includes. I wish the application or supporting materials would have addressed the cultural 

arts senior programming more specifically. There is a wonderful opportunity here for collaboration with the 

rich diversity of the Cuyahoga County arts community. I would love to see ways for local arts agencies to 

become involved in creative projects at the center. There is incredible potential here. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: I hugely support this endeavor because it is filling a large gap that society tends to ignore. Our 

seniors need to have access to a place of solace for recreation, socializing and staying sharp through the 

use of the arts. And I'm happy that the barrier of financial costs are not a part of this because that 

automatically locks out people who need programs like this but can't afford it. I wish I could've heard more 

about the team that is involved (i.e. who the teachers, instructors, music therapists are) so that I could 

gauge the effectiveness of their teaching and the organizational capacity. However, even without that I'm 

still in support of this project because of its strong public benefit in addressing the needs of this specific 

community. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Seems like it has a strong evaluative process that allow it to learn from past iterations. It is a 

trusted partner in the community it serves.I would like to know more about the group of professionals 

involved. I wonder about the diversity of that group, who they are and what their partnership with NWSMC 

is. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This project met the funding criteria well. The community is identified, self-expressed the need 

being addressed, and programming was created with input directly from that community. Those who 

participate in the program create their own cultural and artistic vibrancy by participating and past success 

with this program demonstrate organizational capacity to execute it. 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The program meets a well-defined need and the community that is served is also clearly defined. 

The program will have a significant impact.The goals and their associated measurement are logical and will 

provide valuable information that will help the organization continue and improve its work. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin   India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org      ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101   216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

